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data appear to contradict the idea of any connexion
with Indians, Babylonians, Egyptians or Assyrians.
The earliest Chinese hieroglyphics ascribed tradi-
tionally to the Shang dynasty (second millennium
B. c.) confirm the Mongol character of the nation
that invented them by the decided obliquity of the
human eye wherever it appears in an ideograph. With-
out accepting the possibility of a purity of blood, it
can be said that the central stock of the Chinese people
that created the civilization of the Hwang-ho was
autochthon,
History
Like the traditions of other nations those of the
Chinese people also are far from trustworthy and since
no date prior to 776 B. c. is reliable, we have to depend
on these traditions separating, wherever possible, the
grain from the chaff. It is unfortunate that though
the European nations were so deeply interested in
trading with China, they did little to explore and
excavate the promising site's in that country. As
natural with all legends of mythology, the Chinese
too express in terms of millions of years the happen-
ings of their past and give their ancient kings appel-
lations of semi-divine beings. They style them as
^Heavenly emperors/3 "Terrestrial emperors/5 ccHuman
emperors/3 ccNest-builders/3 and the like.
According to the Chinese their first historical
emperor Fu-hi lived and ruled in the years 2852-2738
B. c. He is supposed to have been a supernatural
being, half human half fish, who brought order out
of social chaos. He created a family life in a state
where * Children knew only their mothers and not
their fathers" by instituting the marital laws. He
is supposed to have taught his people to hunt, to fish,
to domesticate animals and to construct and play on
musical instruments. He also gave the form of hiero-
glyphics to the vague system of writing, which had